
This site uses Google AdSense ad intent links. AdSense automatically generates these links and they may help creators earn money.

Thread Reader 🔍 👤 

774 views

True IndologyTrue IndologyTrue IndologyTrue Indology 🔔 Subscribe

@TrueIndology

Oct 30 • 33 tweets • 12 min read •  Read on X

[Mythbusting Thread] ckers

In this thread, I will debunk the MYTH that bursting  firecrackers is a new
innovation that was recently introduced into dīpāvali festivities.

It will be shown that bursting firecrackers has always been integral and central part
of dīpāvali . Since time immemorial, Hindus celebrated dīpāvali by bursting
crackers.

[Mythbusting Thread] : Read till the end.

At the very core of this entire MYTH is the presumption that Gunpowder (cf.
fireworks) was invented in China in 9th century and brought to India by Muslim
rulers.

This  THREAD debunks this widespread MYTH and throws light on the
unknown/hidden history of dīpāvali & gunpowder. 

According to Chinese sources themselves, an Indian Buddhist monk who brought
gunpowder technology to China

In 664 CE, he discovered soils in China containing Saltpetre (primary constituent of
gunpowder).

Chinese studies of Chemistry of saltpetre show evidence of Indian origin.

Of course, this is not to say that Chinese have no contribution to Gunpowder
technology. They improvised it & made innovations.

However, the initial knowledge of Gunpowder came to China from India.

Even Scholar Roger Pauly, a hardcore Sinophile, admits "Indian inspiration".

For those familiar with Indian literature, this should hardly come as a surprise.
Indian literature contains ample references to what could be seen as an early form of
Gunpowder.

Let us examine these references before jumping into the discussion about Dipavali. 

Vaisampayana, the narrator of Mahabharata, describes the manufacture of smoke
balls by ancient Indians using what many scholars see as Gunpowder.

According to a medieval commentator of the verse, the aforementioned smoke balls
were indeed made of Gunpowder.

Atharvanarahasya mentions the use of charcoal, sulphur and saltpetre to make
gunpowder, which are the same ingredients used even today to manufacture
Gunpowder.

In-fact, workers at Sivakasi use these ingredients to make fireworks even today
(more below).

Diwali fireworks are manufactured by traditional makers to this day in this manner.

This video shows traditional maker of fireworks from Andhra in action.

This is a simple form of crackers but use of such crackers is very widespread

How To Make Diwali Crackers
Share

In the above video, the Andhra cracker maker uses basic ingredients to make simple
fireworks.

1. Suryakara (सूयर्कार, Telugu !"#ర%)= Saltpetre

2. Gandhaka(गन्धक, గంధక%)= Sulphur.

3. Sand.

These were known in India since ancient age . Why would Indians borrow this from
anywhere?

The etymology of the ingredients tells us about their origin. The Indian firecracker
workers of Andhra and Sivakasi use the Indic Saltpetre (सूयर्कार) whose origin is
Sanskritic. They do not use the word Shora (शोरा شوره) which is Persian for Saltpetre
imported in medieval age.

It takes an extremely colonized mindset to claim that Indians were incapable of
making simple fireworks themselves when they had all basic ingredients since
antiquity. Did they have to wait for Muslims to come and teach them to put all these
ingredients in a container? 

Uptil this point, we have seen that Indians had knowledge about use of
Saltpetre/gunpowder & were perfectly capable of making fireworks themselves.

Now we shall come to Diwali. Why are fireworks used in Diwali? What is the
underlying theology? 

At the core of Dipavali is a belief that our departed ancestors would come back on
this night. It is believed that on the night of Chaturdashi & Amavasya, the Pitrs
would come back.

It is the light & noise which shows them the path in the dark. Hence we illuminate
our houses. 

The Skanda Purāṇa is largest of the 18 MahāPurāṇas. It describes the rites to be
performed on Dīpāvalī and it mentions this belief.

The Vaiṣṇava-khaṇḍa of Skanda Purāṇa says

उल्काहस्ता नराः कुयुर्ः िपतॄणां मागर्दशर्नम्।
नरकस्थासु्त ये पे्रतासे्त मागर्ं तु व्रतात्सदा ।।

The Skanda Purana says Diwali should be celebrated by holding Ulkas in our hands.
This will show path to our ancestors.

What are "Ulkas"? The meaning of this word has changed with time. GV Tagare
translates it as "firebrands".

[Firecrackers in their early form were firebrands]

Analysing such verses, professor of Sanskrit and historian Dr. GV Raghavan
concludes that (an early form of) crackers have been a part of Dipavali celebrations
since earliest times.

He says that their religious purpose was to illuminate & resonate the path of
departed pitrs.

In her thesis, Indologist Tracy Pintchman says that the core of Diwali festivity is
illuminating the path of deceased ancestors with  firecrackers and lights

This is also corroborated in Ananda  Ramayana.

Ananda Ramayana is an epic that has been traditionally been attributed to Valmiki.

It mentions that fireworks were burst during Lord Rama's homecoming.

It mentions crackers which burst and shine in the sky (gaganantarvirajitan)

As against this, it is objected that Ananda Rāmāyaṇa is a work of 15th century.

But these dates have been assigned by same Indologists who assigned a date of 500-
100 BC (post Buddha) for Valmiki Rāmāyaṇa.

In Hinduism,date doesn't determine validity.

What does is acceptance of texts among Sampradayas .

Ananda Ramayana easily qualifies such test and is accepted by most Sampradayas.
"This practice isn't old enough,ban it" is Abrahamic. This isn't really how Hindu
tradition operates. 

Such an idea could be seen in Medhātithi's 11th century commentary on Manusmriti
2.6.

He says that a practice (in our case bursting firecrackers), what is actually done with
a view to invisible results, by persons learned in the Veda has the authority of Smriti.

Hard archaeological evidence for all festivals has been allusive in a tropical &
frequently (re)populated civilization like India.

These are wall murals(of a possibly later date) on 9th century Tyagaraja temple in
Tamilnadu.

They depict festival celebrations with firecrackers.

Bogar Sattakandam is a book attributed to Tamil Siddha Saint Bogar. He is
traditionally dated to 500 BC but some modern scholars have put him in 5-7th
century CE.

Dipavali firecrackers are clearly described in this book

Bogar describes the method of preparing the Saltpetre solution(Vediuppu Cheyanir)
for all types of Sarakku Vaippu. Fireworks, gunpowder etc. are all described

From Sattakandam 415 to 418

Hindu tradition & Hindu civilizational memory has always remembered firecrackers
as an integral part of Hindu tradition.

There are thousands of paintings made all over India which show Krishna
celebrating Diwali by bursting firecrackers.

Here is one from Rajasthan school.

An objection is raised that these paintings are late.The earliest available of these
Krishna-fireworks series of paintings comes from 16th century.

But that is precisely the point. Hindu art & tradition has NEVER seen firecrackers as
an alien custom that was absent in Krishna's era.

A painting of Krishna watching Dipavali fireworks. From Kishangarh(Rajasthan).

What to make of this?

Were our ancestors such idiots that they made thousands of paintings depicting
Krishna celebrating fireworks which may not have existed during his time? Or was it
something else?

Is it possible they remembered these medieval fireworks as a successor of something
which had ancient roots in India and in their memory had been integral part of
Hindu culture?

Hindu civilizational memory DOES NOT see Dipavali firecrackers as alien import.
Rather the opposite. 

As another example of civilizational memory, the great Marathi Saint Eknath (16th
cent CE) describes firecracker celebrations in the wedding of Rukmini and Krishna.

He describes Agniyantra, Havai, Sumanmala, Chichundari, Bhuinala etc.

They can be found even today in Deccan.

The great Maharastrian saint & Shivaji Maharaj's Guru, Samarth Ramdas also
describes various kinds of fireworks burst by Lord Rama's army in his Ramayana.

These  firecrackers include havaiya, nala, phula(phuljhari), ghosha etc.

Let us pause and ask ourselves.What do we make of this?

If we assume firecrackers were imported in Muslim age,the inevitable conclusion is
that all great Hindu painters,poets & scholars were collectively wrong & deluding
themselves when they mentioned fireworks in ancient India. 

Skanda Purana says Diwali should be celebrated by holding Ulkas in our hands.

These ulkas were mostly likely firebrands which served two purposes.
1) Made noise.
2) Illuminated sky.

Diwali celebration with firebrands was its earliest form & must date back to
thousands of years. 

Even today, such Diwali firebrands can be found.

Take Kaunriya Kathi of Odisha. It is a basic Diwali firebrand without gunpowder. But
it illuminates and makes noise.

Such firebrands illuminated sky which could explain why some commentators
described उल्काहस्ता of Skanda Purana as दीप.

This was older, original form. Traces of it can be found in some medieval paintings.

This painting from Mir Kalan school depicts what is close to older form.

At one point(definitely before Muslim age), Saltpetre was incorporated into
firebrands.

While use of such crackers gradually became widespread, more conservative ones
persisted with the older form of firebrands which explains why not many ancient
texts describe this innovation.

Crackers used in Ancient India were different from today's modern crackers.Just like
chairs used in ancient India were different from today's modern chairs. Does that
mean Chairs are not a part of Indian history? Almost everything used today is
different from its predecessors.

If one goes by this logic, one could as well conclude that Ancient India had
NOTHING in our culture because everything today is different from its yesteryear's
predecessors. What is relevant is that the concept existed. And the concept was quite
simple. 

The concept was to use a combustible substance on the night of Dipavali to make a
lot of noise, illuminate the sky and show the path to our departed ancestors. This is
mentioned in the Skanda Purana itself & is true irrespective of whether or not Ulka
means modern  fire crackers.

What does it all show? With advancement of technology, everything changes. But
the basic concept of using combustibles to make noise and illuminate the sky on the
day of Dipavali existed since ancient times. This was not a foreign import or
medieval 16th century concept.

In Sanskrit the original meaning of Ulkā (उल्का) was a "meteor". If the ancient
combustibles used in Dipavali were just lamps, they would not have been given this
name. They are called Ulkās because of the similar visual appearance of crackers to
meteors. This is common sense. 
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BISHNOI Who are the Bishnoi?
Bishnoi is a Vaishnavite sect within
Hinduism. They are the world's
FIRST environmentalists who led
humankind's earliest battles to
protect forests and conserve wildlife.
Throughout their history, they
fought numerous battles and staked
their lives to protect forests and
wildlife. They are directly
responsible for the survival of many
species. This is a thread about the
unknown history of Bishnois. Read
on 

The Bishnoi sect was founded in
1485 CE by Guru Jambheśvara. He
was born in 1451 CE to a Panwar
Rajput family in Western Marwar,
Rajasthan. At 25, Jambheśvara was
deeply moved after witnessing a
severe drought that devastated
Marwar. He saw villagers cutting
down trees and hunting animals to
survive. Throughout the famine, he
provided free food to the poor. At
the age of 34, he had a vision in
which he saw people in conflict with
nature. He realized that for humans
to thrive, they must protect the
environment. On the eighth day of
Kārtika, Vikram Samvat 1542 (1485
CE), he established the Bishnoi
Sampradaya. Thousands of years
before Europeans knew of this
concept, Vaishnavism forbade
deforestation. Vishnu Purana 2.6
states: "One who wantonly cuts
down trees goes to Asipatravana
Naraka" (a hell with sword-like
leaves). Guru Jambheśvara was
profoundly influenced by this
teaching and he enforced it in his
sect.

Guru Jambheśvara postulated 29
founding principles of his sect.
People who followed these 29
principles came to be known as
Bishnoi (Bish=20+ noi=9). They
include 1)Reciting the holy name of
Vishnu and singing his glories every
evening. 2)Prohibition of Alcohol,
Cannabis, Opium and other
intoxicants. 3)Prohibition of
partaking meat. 4)prohibition of
cutting down trees. 5)Compassion
towards all living beings and
establishing animal shelters. 6)
Observing cleanliness. 7) Fasting on
Amavasya. 8) Avoiding lies, stealth
and unnecessary arguments.
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Here is a picture from  Harmandir
Sahib in 1919. On the left is General
Dyer. This was a few weeks AFTER
Dyer kiIIed hundreds of innocents in
Jallianwala Bagh. On the right is the
manager (Sarbarah) of Harmandir
Sahib, Sardar Arur Singh. Arur
Singh invited Dyer and honored him
with a turban and siropa inside 
 the golden temple. Dyer was made
an "honorary Sikh".

Sardar Arur Singh was the same
person who threw away the Murtis
of Lord Vishnu from the parikrama
of Harmandir Sahib in 1905. He
begged General Dyer to convert to
Sikhism. Arur Singh- "Sir Dyer,
please become a Sikh". Dyer-"No, I
love to cut my hair" Arur-"No
problem sir, we will allow you" Dyer-
"But I can't quit smoking" Arur-"No
problem sir, please give up one cigar
per year" Dyer-"Ha ha okay". Arur-
"Thank you sir, you are our honorary
Sikh" A few other Jathedars also
dedicated a shrine to General Dyer
inside Gurudwara Sat Sultani
(satlani) Sahib.

Fast forward to 2024, here is the
grandson of Sardar Arur Singh,
Simranjit Singh Mann. Simranjit
Singh Mann is a self proclaimed
Khalistani. He has expressed tributes
to terrorist Afzal Guru in the past.
His comments on Kangana Ranaut
should come as no surprise.
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Low TFR: Biggest existential danger
facing Hindu society More than any
terrorism, incidents of ethnic
cleansing, conversion etc, low TFR is
the biggest danger facing Hindu
society today. The sooner Hindus
realize this, the better their chances
of survival. Low TFR can make turn
you into absolute minority from
absolute majority within just 3
generations. Here is how.

Let us consider that Hindu
population is 80 out of 100. Let us
consider that these Hindus have low
Hindu TFR of 1.4. This means that
in the first generation, these 80
Hindus reproduce 56 children. In
second generation, these 56 Hindu
children become adults and in-turn
reproduce 40 children. In third
generation, these 40 Hindu children
become adults in-turn reproduce 28
children. When all the older
generations pass away, we are left
with 28 Hindus. Within 3
generations, Hindu population will
crash from 80% to 28%.

There are communities in the world
with lower TFR than Hindus, but
those are richer communities with
much higher Per Capita Income than
Hindus. There is NOT a single
community in the world that is as
poor as Hindus(and Sikhs) having
such a low TFR.
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Sheikh Hasina once claimed that
Muslim minorities are unsafe in
India. She questioned the need of
CAA. Today, the 57 Muslim countries
did not give her refuge. She found
protection in "unsafe and intolerant"
Hindu India.

On social media, there is a myth that
Sheikh Hasan and her party Awami
League are secular and "protected
Hindus". But nothing could be
further from truth. Sheikh Hasina
herself is a venomous double faced
Islamist. When India revoked article
370 and implemented CAA, Hasina
warned India. She warned that there
could be retaliation against minority
Hindus in Bangladesh.
dailytimes.com.pk/830242/sheikh-
…

Sheikh Hasina is no secularist. She
supported capital punishment for
atheist bloggers who were accused
of "blaspheming Islam". She further
said any offense to Islam will not be
tolerated under her watch as she is a
Muslim herself.

Read 4 tweets

Aug 6

True IndologyTrue IndologyTrue IndologyTrue Indology
@TrueIndology

Important thread  In December
1963, the so called "Prophet's hair"
was stolen from a Dargah in
Kashmir. As soon as the news
reached East Pakistan (Bangladesh),
Jihad was declared against Hindus
from Mosques in Dhaka. Rioters
went around shouting "kiII the
Hindus". A 20,000 strong Muslim
mob gathered to loot Hindu
properties and set them on fire.
Hindus were lynched on streets.
Hindu women were rαped in public.
Bellies of pregnant Hindu women
were ripped out. They made
pyramids from the skulls of kiIIed
Hindus. Hindus were warned by
WAQF board to leave immediately.
Central minister Abdus Khan
declared that he would skin Hindus
alive and make shoes out of it.

Hindu temples were destroyed.
Hundreds of Hindu villages were
burnt to ashes. Walls were painted
with slogans like "KiII Hindus,
Hindu Maaro". Young Hindu girls
were abducted and forcibly
converted to Islam. About 5000
Hindus were kiIIed and 2000 Hindu
women were forcibly converted in
Khulna alone. 4000 Hindus were
kiIIed in Dhaka alone. 10,000
Hindus were kiIIed in Rajshahi
alone. Thousands of Hindu women
were rαped. There were many cases
of Muslim childhood friends kiIIing
and rαping their Hindu friends.
Many Hindus babies were thrown
into river. Lakhs of Hindus fled
Bangladesh.

We must ask a question: Bangladesh
is 2000 kilometers away from
Kashmir. Most Bangladeshi Hindus
did not even know about Hazratbal,
much less about relic theft. They
had nothing to do with Kashmir.
Why were they attacked with such
barbarity? After a few days, the
stolen relic was discovered. It turned
out that three Kashmiri Muslims
were behind the theft. They were
arrested. But since when have facts
mattered to them? The attacks on
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Is Tamil older than Sanskrit?There
are two paths in approaching this
question. Both paths lead to the
same answer. First path is answering
this question as a Hindu: According
to Hindu scriptures, Sanskrit is
Devabhasha. Language of Gods
themselves before the world even
existed. As such, no language can be
older than Sanskrit. Case closed.
Second path is answering this
question according to modern 
 science and western Indology.
According to Indologists, Rigveda is
at least 3500 years old. This is
academic consensus. Therefore, it
predates earliest Sangam Tamil
literature by 1000 years if not more.
Case closed. In Kamba 
 Ramayana, Kamban addresses
Valmiki as Adikavi("First poet"). He
does not know or address any
sangam poet in such manner. That
Tamil is older than Sanskrit was not
imagined or claimed before Robert
Caldwell in 19th century.

Archaeologically speaking, Old
Sanskrit words have been attested as
early as 2300 BC in inscriptions of
Mesopotamia. Akkadian kings had
names like Arisena and Somasena
which are perfectly Sanskritic
names. This is the earliest known
trace of Old Sanskrit ("Old Indo
Aryan) in Middle East. This would
be followed by the evidence from
Kassites and Mitanni in the same
region.

Kassite inscriptions from 16th
century BC also show the evidence
of Old Sanskrit loanwords. Kassite
inscriptions recorded old Sanskrit
loanwords such as Surya, Maruts,
Vayu and Indra.
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